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Celebrating 40 years of supporting the Voluntary
and Community Sector in Rotherham



Welcome

As we enter our 4th decade of suppor.ng -~
the voluntary and community sector in
Rotherham we have taken the
opportunity to look back over the last 40
years and have included a snapshot of our
history in this annual report.

Our aim 40 years ago, to strengthen the
voluntary sector in Rotherham, is sll a t
the heart of everything we do and we
remain commi ed to delivering a wide
range of high quality support services,
adapng our approach to meet the
changing needs of our members and the
communies th ey serve.

This report provides a very brief summary
of the range of services and support we
have provided over the last year. Please
contact us to nd out about the full range
of support we o er.

Sarah Whi.le Janet Wheatley MBE DL
Chair Chief Execuv e

42
.‘O’. The Rotherham CVS working party first met in December 1978, group
o members included Lady Scarborough and Cllr Eric Manns and the first

funding application was submitted to Urban Aid early 1979 for £16,000.




“We could not have set
up without the help,
support and guidance
of VAR.

Absolutely nothing is
too much trouble, they
are very professional
and trustworthy.

Explained things to us

in a way that was easy
to understand, nothing
but the highest praise.”

“Our organisa. on could
not funcon w ithout
the support of
Voluntary Ac on
Rotherham, they
provide a vital service
to the sector. “

}‘9" Voluntary Action Rotherham, known then as Rotherham é
} ‘ District CVS, first registered with the Charity Commission on
6th November 1979 making VAR 40 years old this year.
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Our year in numbers _

organisaons ‘ i i s

Jf;:.:.vyeg;,';?. 1,753 £497,225 volunteers

bulle n brokered

Social paid out in
Prescribing grants by
Service referrals VAR
received

1979 g 19719

Rotherham CVS Inaugural mee ng Rotherham CVS registers with the
takes place in October Charity Commission in November




sed4

2,372 supported 123 741

groups people
instances of supported  accessed
support with safer our

provided recruitment websites

1980

Openedrs to ceson
Drummond Street

i 1980
.Y.
. ' Rotherham’s rs t ever Toy Appeal

was launched by Rotherham CVS



Group support
£82,005

of new income
was raised for
with
help

groups
VARP

176

groups supported
to adverse
through

Rotherham Gismo
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133

groups received
support with

fundraising and
funding bids

295

local community
events publicised via
our webS|te

1981

Rotherham Volunteer Bureau opens

its doors

“Our bid was successful
from Awards for All and
we've got a great
programme lined up for
the next 12 months so
we're all really chu ed.

I can't thank you enough
for all the support you've
given me. You really
helped me understand
what funders look for
and how to promote
ourselves.

The workshops | came to
at VAR also helped in
understanding good
pracc e inrunning a
community group.

VAR is an awesome
resource so thank you
again!”

1984

Moved to Durlston House on

Moorgate Road




1988

Became a Company Limited by
Guarantee

Published Rotherham’s rst Directory
of Voluntary Organisa ons

Fitzwilliam Associaon s
a community group for older
people in Greasbrough and
they needed help to expand
their acvies and engage more
socially isolated residents.

Voluntary Ac on Rotherham
helped the group write a
Naonal Lo ery Awards for All
funding bid and secured £5724.

With support from Voluntary
Aco n Rotherham the group
were able to:

« Buy iPads and access free
digital training

. Purchase exercise equipment
and a provider for armchair
exercises

« Gain healthy eang advice
from a diec ian

« Purchase insurance

1991




Our support

Star ngout Recruitment Raising money
Support in website Support to
se ngupand Volunteer policies searclh 1:;md
running a new . apply for
organisaon Training fFl)mZing

Role development

Funding searches

Constu ons ; _
Bank accounts Volunteering Bid wrin g
Governing board Support to LB
Legal structures recruit, retain Crical f riend
and mov ate Business planning
volunteers

1993 » 1996 P

Voluntary Car Service launched providing * * =« Held its rst Volunteers’ Week
volunteer drivers for medical appointments celebra on in Rotherham Town Centre

=



Informaon Book keepin
Events Support to keep up e

LOUWIGIELICRTIGE  to date with local, Accounts
Collaborav e regional and Payroll

workin naonal :
: developments Em!ol-oylng 2
Consulta ons Policies

Weekly ebulle
. Informao n .
Ngtwor:(:ng o Essen al services
upport to Support to meet
_meet like Newsle. = nr:'R\c ial and
minded people Strategic recruitment
and in uence representaon commitments

change

1997 > 1999

Provided its rs t marquee at Rotherham Rotherham CVS merged with Voluntary Sector
Ta oo for self help and support groups Forum and became Voluntary Ac on Rotherham




Rotherham Pay it

Forward, which launched
in 2018, is a brokerage
service where local groups
share resources and peer
support through acts of
giving.

Its rst success in June
2018 saw Pioneer Social
Enterprise and She eld
Pipe Band pledge mutual
support.

In return for Pioneer Social
Enterprise delivering a
safeguarding workshop the -
She eld Pipe Band took to
the streets in a fantasc
open air performance.

This tradional Scosh
piping band raised £156
which was used by Pioneer
Social Enterprise to
support their foodbank
and volunteer projects.

1999 S 2001

Voluntary Ac on Rotherham’s rs t newsleer, Secured Neighbourhood Renewal Funding
Rotherham Informa on Bulle n, is launched and distributed £98,673 in its rst round




“We are very grateful for —

the City of She eld Pipe o u n ee rl ng
Band helping us to fund

raise £156 for our food

bank.
The music played was 1 8 """

very beauful and groups

supporters came from achieved
as far away as Lincoln ~ Kitemark

to help out. quality mark Y 36

Michelle Scholey from Suggggrr::se q

Pay it !—'orward in VAR 54 ............. to develop

came in person to see new roles

this event, which would outreach

never have happened events

without their support a ended 96

and encouragementfor Y WM

us. new
volunteer

Thank you very much for roles

your help Pay it developed

Forward”

2004 2005 ¥

Community Accountancy Service Developed the Children, Young People
launched and Families Consor um




Engagement 36472

pages viewed
on our
websites

78

engagement
acvies 1 327
delivered ’ )
email
addresses
1 057 received the
ebullen e very
people week
a ended our
training & o oo
provided with
o! @ staIIs at the
& Rotherham
Show and AGM

“. 2007 A 2008

et The rst VAR email bulle n was sent, since then

Brought organisa ons together to support
those a ected by the oods 517 weekly bulle ns have been distributed




“Voluntary Ac on
Rotherham are a
credit to the
Rotherham Borough,
they create
networking events to
bring communie s
together, give great
advice and support.

They share
informaon and
guidance and have
really helped us over
the last 6 months.

Without their
assistance and
support we would not
be where we are
now.”

Moved to The Spectrum on Coke Hill, o cially Held our rs t An Audience with...
opened in 2009 by HRH Prince Edward Session




Be Cancer Safe is a
social movement that
looks at ways of

geng p eople talking
about cancer and
raising awareness of
the screenings people
are en tled to.

Delivered on behalf of
the Cancer Alliance,
Rotherham CCG and
Barnsley CCG the
project encourages
people to be aware of
the signs and
symptoms of di erent
types of cancer.

Encouraging diagnosis
at an earlier stage and
improving the chance
of survival.

Py N

Q 2011 2012

Rotherham Gismo, Rotherham’s online directory Rotherham Social Prescribing Service
of voluntary and community groups is launched pilot launched




“I am a typical
g e Cancer
things to one side, |

was given a tesng 5 07 4
kit for bowel cancer g

because of my age, Cancer

I’m now 60, but it Champions

was sat on the

windowsill for a recru ItEd o O o o
couple of weeks | ﬁ ﬂ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ
before these people

came to see me.

616 'Chiea

I had a meeng
with them on the

job in raising
awareness.”

Tuesday and sent : .
the test o on : 2 540 soaql
Wednesday. , =y media posts
|
They do a fantasc |
|
[
|

k ) Food in Cr|s|s Iaunched |ts rst é Supported the sector to secure over @

Christmas food appeal £1 million
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Vision
Strong, vibrant community acon is at the

heart of a welcoming, successful, connected
and acv e Rotherham and beyond.

Mission
To provide leadership, support and
development to the voluntary and community
sector to bring about sustained and improved
change in the lives of individuals and
communies.

Values

e Independence
e Inclusiveness
e Leadership

e Partnership
e Creavity

QUALITY ASSURANCE

; putling the

‘Customer First

INVESTORS
IN PECPLE

disability

conﬂdent
EMPLOYER

NAVCA
@ Quality
l Award

VOLUNTARY

ACTION ROTHERHAM

The Spectrum
Coke Hill
Rotherham

$60 2HX
Telephone 01709 829821
Email admin@varotherham.org.uk

Web www.varotherham.org.uk

FUNDERS

Voluntary Aco n Rotherham would like to thank the following
funders and those that have donated to the various projects.

Rotherham ®)  Rotherham Public Health
Metropolitan
Borough Eu:m.’ il ‘ Rotherham .‘
M \
Whars Dorgone Matten

INHS

Rotherham
Clinical Commissioning Group

nHSINHS (o)
i England LOTTERY FUNDED

Clinical Commissioning Group

ROTHERHAMvA
roceTHEr AN
F'ARTNFR'JHWXAV

A registered charity no. 1075995 and company limited by guarantee no. 2222190 e Registered Oc e The Spectrum, Coke Hill, Rotherham




